102 wk 12 2018 


Week 12 

3/26-3/30 

The absurd, the sublime, & the obscene: 

Lewis Carroll, William Blake, Thomas 
Pynchon. 

25 note cards 

Week 13 

The villanelle: Thomas and Bishop 

50 note cards 

4/2-4/6 


Paper #3 (in-class essay) 

Week 14 

4/9-4/13 

Begin Unit 4: Reader-Response 
Interpretation. The ‘short short’ story 

75 note cards 

Week 15 

Reader-Response (continued) 

100 note cards + revised 
working bibliography 

4/16-4/20 

Research paper: from raw materials (notes + 


bib) to finished product 

RP outline/schematic 

Week 16 

Crafting the research paper 

RP working draft 

4/23-4/27 

Exam Review: 4 ways to make meaning 

Research Paper Due 

Exam Week 

4/30-5/4 

Final Exam 

[ 1 Vi hour essay exam— 
bring a ‘greenbook’] 


MONDAY: 

Prep: paper #2 returns, grade tally; 

Due: 25 note cards 
Assign: N/A 
Discussion: 

1. Check note cards 

2. *Rhyme & Reason: Core hypothesis: the ‘true meaning’ of a poem is to be found in 
the intersection/interplay of its literal sense and its versification 

What is the plain, prosaic meaning of these sentences? 

What is being communicated through the versification? Q. How can there be a 
“meaning” somehow embedded in a rhyme or a beat (etc.)? 





rhyme 

rhythm 

diction & syntax 
figures of speech 

layout/typography (line breaks, stanza breaks, indentation, etc.) 
punctuation/mechanic s 

imagery (what does the reader ‘see’, ‘hear’, etc. 5 senses) 

NOTE: many of the above may appear in prose (e.g. diction & syntax obviously exist in all 
writing), but here our question is what is being done artistically with these elements. 

What is ruled in by the versification? (This is a_poem. Fill in the bla nk w. 

tone/energy/emotion/feel. Trace these back to the elements of poetry above.) 

What is ruled out? (The Santa Claus theory.) 

Jabberwocky 

By Lewis Carroll 
’Twas brillig, and the slithy toves 
Did gyre and gimble in the wabe: 

All mimsy were the borogoves, 

And the mome raths outgrabe. 

“Beware the Jabberwock, my son! 

The jaws that bite, the claws that catch! 

Beware the Jubjub bird, and shun 
The frumious Bandersnatch!” 

He took his vorpal sword in hand; 

Long time the manxome foe he sought— 


So rested he by the Tumtum tree 



And stood awhile in thought. 


And, as in uffish thought he stood, 

The Jabberwock, with eyes of flame, 

Came whiffling through the tulgey wood, 

And burbled as it came! 

One, two! One, two! And through and through 
The vorpal blade went snicker-snack! 

He left it dead, and with its head 
He went galumphing back. 

“And hast thou slain the Jabberwock? 

Come to my arms, my beamish boy! 

O frabjous day! Callooh! Callay!” 

He chortled in his joy. 

’Twas brillig, and the slithy toves 
Did gyre and gimble in the wabe: 

All mimsy were the borogoves, 

And the mome raths outgrabe. 


WEDNESDAY: 

Prep: x 




Due: x 


Assign: 50 note cards 

Discussion: Preparing for paper #3 (7 days) 

Examples: Limericks + “The Tyger” 

A. What do the plain words mean? 

B. How did the poet use versification ? (what stands out most?) 

C. So What? 


1. Limericks (DISCLAIMER: limerick form & bathroom walls) 
https://know.bnewbold.net/books/Gravity%27s%20Rainbow 


e.g. jokes based on word play 

There once was a man from Nantucket 
Who kept all his cash in a bucket. 

But his daughter, named Nan, 

Ran away with a man 
And as for the bucket, Nantucket. 


There once was a man from Nantucket 
Whose **** was so long he could **** it 
He said with a grin 
As he wiped off his chin 
“If my ear was a **** I could **** it!” 


There once was a girl named Jill 
Who tried TNT for a thrill 

They found her vagina 
In North Carolina 
And bits of her tits in Brazil. 


“Rocket Limericks” from Gravity’s Rainbow by Thomas Pynchon 

There once was a thing called a V-2 
To pilot which you did not need to- 



You just pushed a button, 
And it would leave nuttin’ 
But stiffs and big holes and debris, too. 


There once was a fellow named Moorehead, 
Who had an affair with a warhead. 

His wife moved away 
The very next day- 
She *was* always kind of a sorehead. 


There was a young man from Decatur, 
Who slept with a LOX generator. 

His balls and his prick 
Froze solid read quick, 

And his asshole a little bit later. 


And finally... a ‘broken’ limerick: 


I’m working here all of the time 
at the business of meter and rhyme 
putting words on the page 
below minimum wage 
Because I haven’t made one single dime! 


*Fixed! 

I’m working here all of the time 
at the business of meter and rhyme 
I put words on the page 
under minimum wage 
For I haven’t made one single dime! 


An optometrist had three grown sons. They went into business together and became the owners 
of a large cattle ranch. They weren't, however, sure what to call it, so they asked their mother, the 



eye doctor, for advice. She sent a one-word reply: Focus. Puzzled, they wrote back for an 
explanation. Her response was, "It's where the sons raise meat." 

the villanelle (continued) 

poetic genre as language game (e.g. palindrome). Rules make the game. Pushing the 
boundaries of the rules. What does it mean if the poet breaks the rules? 


2. William Blake’s “The Tyger” 853 
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